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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  UCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  for  the  year  1938. 

The  appointment  of  a  full  time  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  permitted 
a  re-distribution  of  duties  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  efficiency.  This 
is  particularly  shown  in  the  work  of  meat  inspection  which  has  increased  to 
75%  of  animals  slaughtered  as  compared  with  50%  estimated  in  the  Annual 
Report  of  1937. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  particularly  low,  only  68 
cases  being  admitted  to  the  High  Grove  Isolation  Hospital.  The  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  this  hospital  has  been  shown  in  previous  Reports  to  be  inadequate  ; 
and  during  the  year,  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  agreed  to  amend  the 
scheme  for  Isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the  County  to  provide  for 
an  arrangement  being  made  with  the  Borough  of  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells 
for  the  reception  in  their  hospital  of  patients  from  the  area  of  the  East 
Grinstead  Urban  District  and  the  Uckheld  Rural  District. 

Conferences  have  been  held  with  representatives  of  the  Borough  of  Royal 
Tunbridge  Wells  to  discuss  terms  and  the  provision  of  the  required 
accommodation . 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  loyal  and  conscientious  service  of  the  members 
of  my  staff  and  the  co-operation  of  officials  engaged  in  other  departments 
of  the  Council. 

JOHN  PETRIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 


From  1st  January — 31st  March,  1938. 

Chairman 
Deputy  Chairman 

Major-Genl.  Sir  Hugh  Bruce- Williams. 
Mr.  T.  S.  Butler. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Corke. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Coulthard. 

Mr.  J.  Mathison  Fraser. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Harbord. 

Mr.  D.  Horscroft. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Keef. 

Lt.-Col.  G.  R.  Miller. 

From  1st  April — 31st  December,  1938. 

Chairman 
Deputy  Chairman 

Major-Genl.  Sir  Hugh  Bruce- Williams. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Coulthard. 

Major  C.  H.  Crichton. 

Mr.  J.  Mathison  Fraser. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Harbord. 

Mr.  D.  Horscroft. 

Lt.-Col.  G.  R.  Miller. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Morfett. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Nias  (ex-officio). 

STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Assistant 
County  School  Medical  Officer,  and 
Medical  Superintendent  High  Grove 
Isolation  Hospital  . 

Sanitary  Inspectors :  — 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  . 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Clerical  Staff :  — 

Senior  Clerk 

Junior  Clerk 

*Also  holds  Offices  of  Surveyor 


Mr.  F.  H.  Nias. 

Mr.  G.  Watson. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Morfett. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Owen. 

Mr.  F.  E.  Priestley. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Shaw. 
Mr.  S.  Tooth. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wallis. 
Mr.  G.  N.  Worters. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Wharton. 


Mr.  G.  Watson. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Corke. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Owen  (ex-officio). 
Mr.  F.  E.  Priestley. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Shaw. 

Mr.  A.  T.  H.  Smith. 

Sir  Reginald  Spence. 

Mr.  S.  Tooth. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Wallis. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Wharton. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Worters. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


John  Petrie, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


*T.  Burdett 

(1.1.38 — 6.8.38) 

F.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.I. 

A.  J.  Williams 

(Appointed  8.8.38). 

M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

G.  F.  Hawkins, 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods). 

S.  S.  Garrard, 

Cert.  S.I.B.,  C.R.S.I.  (Meat  and  Foods). 

Miss  M.  J.  Baldock. 

R.  D.  Cummings 

(22.8.38 — 24.12.38). 

and  Town  Planning  Officer. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  . .  ...  112,099  acres 

Population  : — 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population  for 


mid-1938  .  38,500 

Population,  1931  Census  .  38,239 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  .  0.34 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to 

Rate  Books  .  11,342 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1938)  £288,286 

Sum  represented  by  one  Penny  Rate .  £1,  132 


UNEMPLOYMENT  FIGURES. 


Crowborough. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1938  . 

65 

7 

—  72 

,,  ,,  30th  June,  1938  . 

62 

6 

—  68 

,,  ,,  30th  September,  1938 

83 

13 

— -  96 

,,  ,,  31st  December,  1938 

141 

14 

—  155 

Uckfield. 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1938  . 

75 

8 

-  83 

,,  ,,  30th  June,  1938  . 

89 

9 

98 

,,  ,,  30th  September,  1938 

80 

7 

—  87 

,,  ,,  31st  December,  1938 

166 

14 

- —  180 

Wadhurst. 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1938  . 

28 

3 

—  3i 

,,  ,,  30th  June,  1938  . 

30 

2 

—  32 

,,  ,,  30th  September,  1938 

24 

3 

—  27 

,,  ,,  31st  December,  1938 

6 

57 

This  branch  office  covers  an  area  of  which 

a  part  is 

outside  the 

Uckfield  Rural  District. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  . 

454 

224 

230 

Illegitimate  . 

18 

8 

10 

Total  Live  Births  . 

472 

232 

240 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ...  ...  12.25 
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Stillbirths. 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Total  Stillbirths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  .  28.8 

Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

437  218  219 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  11.35 

DEATH  RATE  corrected  for  comparison  with  that  of  Country  as 

a  whole .  9.19 


Total  Males  Females 
14  9  5 


14  9  5 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List.) 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and,  still)  births. 

No.,  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  .  Nil  — 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  Nil  — 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  36.01 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  35-24 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births .  55.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  71 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  I 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  1 

This  year  the  number  of  births  has  exceeded  the  deaths.  There  are  more 
births  and  fewer  deaths  than  in  1937,  giving  a  higher  Birth  Rate  and  a  lower 
Death  Rate  than  the  11.64  and  13.48  respectively  recorded  last  year. 

There  are  seventeen  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  Of  these 
eleven  were  due  to  premature  birth  or  congenital  causes  and  death  occurred 
within  a  few  days  of  birth. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  increased  to  36.01  as  compared  with  33.48 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1937.  The  causes  of  infantile  deaths  are  here 
tabulated. 
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Cause  of  Death. 

j 

Age  at  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Prematurity 

2  hours. 

16  hours. 

45  minutes. 

2  hours. 

4  hours. 

Acute  Bronchitis 

3  months. 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

5  months. 

10  months. 

Whooping  Cough 

2  months. 

Morbus  Haemorrhagicum  Neonatorum 

2  days. 

Spina  Bifida 

2  weeks. 

Congenital  Morbus  Cordis 

1  month. 

Convulsions 

3  weeks. 

Imperforate  Anus 

6  days. 

Malformation  of  Head  and  Spina  Bifida 

1  day. 

Obstructive  Jaundice — Fibrosis  and  mal- 
development  of  bile  ducts  ... 

2  weeks. 

Injuries  due  to  being  bitten  by  a  polecat  ferret 

6  months. 

TOTAL  DEATHS. 


Typhoid  Fever.  . 

Males 

Females 

1 

Total 

1 

Measles.  . 

i 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . 

.  i 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

.  i 

— 

1 

Diphtheria . .  . 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza.  .  ... 

.  4 

2 

6 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System.  ... 

.  4 

6 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis.  . 

.  2 

1 

3 

Cancer . 

.  28 

43 

71 

Diabetes.  . 

— 

4 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage . 

.  12 

16 

28 

Heart  Disease.  . 

.  71 

65 

136 

Aneurysm . 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

.  16 

U 

33 

Bronchitis . 

.  6 

1 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

.  7 

11 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases . 

— 

3 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer . 

.  4 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis.  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Liver  Diseases.  . 

.  1 

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases.  . 

.  3 

3 

6 

6 


Total  Deaths — continued. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis . 

7 

3 

10 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc.  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Senility.  . 

6 

8 

14 

Suicide.  . 

5 

2 

7 

Other  Violence.  . 

13 

9 

22 

Other  Defined  Diseases . 

17 

14 

3* 

218 

219 

437 

MORTALITY  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


AGE  GROUPS. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

0  . 

11 

6 

17 

1  . 

8 

— 

8 

5 

1 

2 

3 

10  . 

2 

2 

4 

13  . 

3 

2 

5 

25 

6 

5 

11 

35  . 

6 

11 

17 

45  . 

19 

14 

33 

55 

32 

27 

59 

65 

53 

74 

127 

75  and  over  ... 

77 

76 

153 

TOTALS  . 

218 

219 

437 

BIRTH  RATES  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  THE  YEAR  1938. 

(England  and  Wales,  126  County  Borough  and  Great  Towns  including 

London,  and  148  Smaller  Towns.) 


Rate  Per 
1,000 

Population 

Annual 
Death-Rate 
Per  1,000 
Population. 

Rate  Per 
1,000 

Live  Births. 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

All  Causes. 

Total  Deaths 
Under  1  Year 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

15.1 

0.60 

11.6 

53 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns,  including  London 

15.0 

0.65 

11.7 

57 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Resident 
populations  25,000  to  50,000  at 
1931  Census)  . 

15.4 

0.60 

11.0 

51 

UCKFIELD  RURAL  . 

12.25 

0.36 

9.19 

36.0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


These  remain  as  previously  outlined  in  the  1934  and  1935  Annual  Reports. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

During  the  year  129  throat  swabs,  4  nose  swabs,  20  specimens  of  sputum, 
9  specimens  of  blood,  5  specimens  of  faeces  and  2  of  urine  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  to  the  clinical  Research  Association,  London. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Crowborough  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  maintains  an 
ambulance  which  serves  an  area  comprising  Crowborough,  Rotherheld, 
Mayfield,  Mark  Cross  and  Withyham,  while  an  ambulance  maintained  by  the 
same  Society  at  Uckfield  operates  in  Uckfield,  Buxted,  Hadlow  Down,  Isfield, 
Framfield,  Blackboys,  High  Hurstwood,  Little  Horsted,  Fletching,  and 
Maresfield. 

For  the  parishes  of  Forest  Row,  Hartfield  and  Danehill  the  ambulance  of 
the  East  Grinstead  Red  Cross  Societv  is  available. 

•j 

In  addition  to  the  above,  ambulances  provided  by  the  Tunbridge  Wells 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  are  available  for  an  area  within  twenty  miles 
radius  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  and  this  Service  covers  the  parishes  of  Frant  and 
Wadhurst. 

For  infectious  diseases,  an  ambulance,  stationed  at  the  High  Grove 
Isolation  Hospital  at  East  Grinstead  is  available  for  the  removal  of  all  cases 
of  infectious  diseases  in  the  Uckfield  Rural  District. 

The  Ambulance  service  for  the  district  appears  to  be  adequate. 


Report — Medical  Superintendent — Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  East  Grinstead 
Urban  and  Uckfield  Rural  Joint  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  High  Grove, 
East  Grinstead,  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  Water  Companies  operate  in  the  area  : — 


The  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

This  Company  draws  its  supply  from  a  deep  well  at  the  Forest  Row 
Pumping  Station. 

Weekly  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  are  made  in  the  Company’s 
own  Laboratories  and  confirmatory  tests  are  submitted  to  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health  every  two  months  and  copies  of  these  reports  are  submitted 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A  specimen  of  this  report  follows:  — 
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THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

23  Queen  Square, 

London,  W.C.i. 

Report  from  the  Bacteriological  Laboratories. 
Examination  of  a  Sample  of  Water. 

Name  of  Sender  :  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

Date  received  :  5th  August,  1938 

Particulars  on  Label  :  Forest  Row  Pumping  Station,  Rising  Main 

Well.  Public  Supply. 

The  sample  was — Packed  in  Ice. 

Quantitative  Enumeration  of  Bacteria. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37 °C.  7  colonies  per 
one  C.C.  developed. 

On  Agar  plates,  kept  for  4  days  at  20° — 22°C.  40  colonies 
per  one  C.C.  developed. 

Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

B.  Coli  Coliform  bacilli  . Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Result  of  Examination. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  data  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 

(Signed)  Allen  W.  Stewart,  D.Sc.,  A.I.C., 

Director,  Chemical  Laboratories. 
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THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

23,  Queen  Square, 

London,  W.C.i. 

Report  from  Chemical  Laboratories. 

Certificate  of  Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  Water. 

Name  of  Sender  :  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

Date  received  :  5th  August,  1938., 

Particulars  on  Label  :  Rising  Main,  Forest  Row  Pumping  Station, 
Filtered  Water. 

Physical  Characters  : 

Reaction  :  Alkaline. 

Colour  in  2-ft.  stratum.  Clear  pale  blue. 

Suspended  matters  :  Nil. 

Taste  :  — 

Odour  when  warmed  to  37 °C.  : — 

Chemical  Characters  : 


Parts  per 
100,000, 

Grains  per 
Gallon. 

Total  solids  at  100  °C . 

.  20.0 

14.0 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating) 

5-o 

3-5 

Chlorine  x  1.647  =  Sodium  Chloride  .. 
Nitrites  . 

2.30 
..  Nil. 

1. 61 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

Saline  Ammonia  . 

0.01 
..  Nil. 

0.007 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  . 

0.0026 

0.0018 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  37 °C. 

•  0.035 

0.024 

Hardness — Total  . 

•  9-5 

6.65 

Hardness — Temporary  . 

6.0 

4.20 

Hardness — Permanent  . . . . 

Poisonous  Metals — Lead  . 

Poisonous  Metals — Copper  . 

•  3-5 

)  Nil. 

) 

2-45 

Remarks  : — From  a  consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception 
can  be  taken  to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic 
purposes  upon  Chemical  grounds. 

(Signed)  Allen  W.  Stewart,  D.Sc.,  A.I.C., 

Director,  Chemical  Laboratories. 


The  East  Grinstead  Gas  and  Water  Company  supplies  water  in  bulk  to 
the  Uckfield  Rural  District  Council  who  distribute  it  in  the  parishes  of  Forest 
Row  and  Hartfield. 
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Crowborough  District  Water  Company. 

This  Company  supplies  water  to  the  following  parishes: — Buxted  (part), 
Crowborough,  Mayfield,  Hadlow  Down,  Rotherfield,  Wadhurst  and 
Withyham  (part)  and  Frant  (part). 

The  water  is  derived  from  borings  at  Jarvis  Brook,  with  reservoirs  at 
Crowborough,  Rotherfield  and  Wadhurst. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  monthly  and  the  full 
analysis  quarterly  by  the  Public  Analyst.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  an 
analysis  : — 


The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : 

Colour  — None 
Smell  — None 
Sediment — N  one 


Chemical  Analysis  afforded  the  following  : — 

Grains  per 
Gallon. 


Total  solids  (dried  at  100 °C.)  ... 

•  .  .  •  •  • 

14.0 

Solids  (after  ignition)  . 

*  *  .  •  .  • 

10. 0 

Chlorine  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I-3 

Ammonia  (free)  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) . 

...  ... 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate 

in  J  hour 

Nil. 

Oxygen  ,,  ,, 

,,  4  hours 

Nil. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

...  ... 

•03 

Nitrites  . 

...  ... 

Nil. 

Hardness  (total)  . 

...  ... 

4.4 

Hardness  (after  boiling) 

...  ... 

2.4 

Phosphates  . 

...  ... 

Nil. 

Metallic  impurity . 

... 

Trace 

Iron 

Ph .  7.1 


Parts  per 
Million. 


.012 

.048 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  nutrient  Agar  in  3  days 
at  room  temperature  under  aerobic  conditions  and  were  then 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  as  colonies  numbered  4. 

On  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
1  colony  was  noticed  after  two  days  incubation. 

Probable  number  of  Coli-Aerogenes  organisms  in  100  ml.  of 
the  original  water  1. 

Report. 

Both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  this  sample  is  very 
satisfactory.  There  is  no  evidence  whatever  of  organic  pollution 
and  as  submitted  it  is  perfectly  safe  for  a  Public  Supply. 


Uckfield  Water  Company. 

The  Parish  of  Uckfield  and  certain  portions  of  adjoining  parishes  are 
served  by  this  Company  who  have  two  sources  of  supply,  one  at  Uckfield  and 
one  at  Maresfield. 
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Bacteriological  tests  for  coli  organisms  only  are  made  monthly  and  full 
bacteriological  and  chemical  tests  quarterly  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  a 
confirmatory  bacteriological  report  is  also  obtained  quarterly  from  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene.  A  copy  of  a  recent  chemical  analysis 
and  bacteriological  examination  follows  : — 


Sample  labelled  . — Supply  at  Public  Hall,  Uckfield. 

The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : — 

Colour  — None 

Smell  — None 

Sediment — N  one 

Grains  per  Parts  per 

Gallon.  Million. 

Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following  : — • 

Total  solids  (dried  at  ioo°C.) . 

20.8 

Solids  (after  ignition)  . 

17.2 

Chlorine  . 

1.9 

Ammonia  (free)  . 

.012 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) . 

.030 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  \  hour 

Nil. 

Oxygen  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,4  hours 

.01 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  . 

.11 

Nitrites  . 

Nil. 

Hardness  (total)  . 

2.1 

Hardness  (after  boiling)  . 

i-3 

Phosphates  . 

Nil. 

Metallic  impurity . 

Trace  of 

Iron 

i’i: .  7-3 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Quantitative  Enumeration  of  Bacteria. 

On  Agar  plates,  kept  for  two  days  at  37 °C.  14  colonies  per 

1  ml.  developed. 

On  Agar  plates,  kept  for  four  days  at  20°-22°C.  20  colonies 

per  1  ml.  developed. 

Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Coliform  bacilli  . 

absent  in  100  mi. 

Streptococci  . 

absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes . 

absent  in  100  ml. 

Result  of  Examination. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 

to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes, 

upon  bacteriological 

grounds. 

(Signed)  E.  Goodwin  Rawlinson,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Director  Bact.  Dept. 
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The  Maresfield  Supply  is  afforded  by  a  spring  which  is  collected  into  a 
circular  stone  reservoir.  This  water  is  continuously  and  automatically 
chlorinated. 

The  same  arrangements  as  for  the  Uckfield  Supply  are  made  for  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of  this  water  and  the  following  is  a 
typical  report  : — 


Sample  labelled  : — Supply  at  the  Rectory,  Maresfield. 


The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : — 

Colour — None. 

Smell — None. 

Sediment — A  little  organic  debris. 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following  : — 

Grains  per 
Gallon. 


Total  Solids  (dried  at  ioo°C.,)  .  16.0 

Solids  (after  ignition)  8.8 

Chlorine  .  1.8 

Ammonia  (free)  . 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) . 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  J  hr.  Nil. 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  4  hrs.  Nil. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites  .  .23 

Nitrites  .  Nil. 

Hardness  (total)  .  4.0 

Hardness  (after  boiling)  .  2.6 

Phosphates  .  nil. 


Metallic  impurity  .  Trace  of  Zinc 

Ph .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 r  *ii 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 
Quantitative  Enumeration  of  Bacteria. 


Parts  per 
Million. 


.030 

0.36 


On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  2  days  at  37 °C.  10  colonies  per 
1  ml.  developed. 

On  Agar  Plates,  kept  for  4  days  at  20 0 — 22°  C.  20  colonies 
per  1  ml. 

Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Coliform  Bacilli  .  Absent  in  100  ml. 

Streptococci  .  Absent  in  100  ml. 

B.  Enteritidis  Sporo genes  .  Absent  in  100  ml. 


Result  of  Examination. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to 
the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological 
grounds. 
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East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

A  number  of  properties  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the  district  are  served 
by  this  Company.  The  water  is  purchased  by  the  Council  in  bulk  and 
re-distributed. 


following  is  a  copy  of  a  report  upon  this  water  : — 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  100,000, 

Appearance  . 

...  Clear  and  Bright. 

Colour  . 

...  Normal. 

Odour  and  Taste  . 

...  Normal. 

Reaction  pH  . 

...  Neutral  :  7.4 

Free  Carbonic  Acid . 

...  Nil. 

Electrical  Conductivity  at  20  deg. 

C.  240. 

Total  Solids,  180  deg.  C . 

...  16.0 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  . 

...  2.1 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  . 

00 

7- 

d 

Nitrites . 

...  Absent. 

Hardness  :  Permanent  . 

...  6.0 

Temporary  . 

...  1.5 

Total  . 

•••  7-5 

Metals  . 

...  Iron  0.003 

Free  Ammonia  . 

...  0.0000 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  . 

...  Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . 

...  0.0000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  . 

...  Nil. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80  deg.  F.  0.010 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Bacteria  per  c.c.  or  ml. 

On  Agar  in  3  days  at  20  deg. 

C .  1. 

1  day  at  37  deg. 

C .  0. 

2  days  at  37  deg. 

C .  1. 

The  Bacillus  Coli .  Absent  in  ioo  c.cs. 

Bacillus  Welchii  .  ,,  ,,  ioo  c.cs. 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 


Report. 

“  This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  and  of  normal  colour.  The  water  is 
neutral  in  reaction,  of  very  moderate  hardness,  contains  no  excess  of  saline 
or  mineral  matter  in  solution  and  no  metals,  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of 
iron. 

“  It  is  of  a  high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity,  and  is  considered 
pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.” 
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Borough  of  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells. 

By  agreement  with  the  Borough  of  Royal  Tunbridge  Wells,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Parish  of  Frant  is  supplied  from  the  Corporation’s  Waterworks 
at  Tangier  Lane,  Frant.  A  copy  of  the  report  upon  this  water  follows  : — 


Determination. 

Parts  per 
100,000 

Grains  per 
Gallon. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0005 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.0020 

Oxygen  absorbed  ")  in  15  minutes 

0.0073 

at  80°f.  J  in  4  hours 

0.0161 

Nitric  Nitrogen  ... 

0.26 

Chlorine 

2.5 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 

4.1 

Total  Solid  Matter  (dried  at  180°C)  ... 

13.0 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

5.0 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

1.75 

Appearance  in  two  foot  tube 

Colourless  an 

d  clear. 

Metals  (Lead,  Copper,  Zinc,  Iron) 

None. 

Reaction  (pH). 

7.8 

Remarks  : — The  above  results,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
bacteriological  findings,  indicate  that  the  present  condition  of  this  water  is 
satisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Statement. 


Description  of 
Sample. 

No.  of  Organisms  per  c.c. 

B.  Coli  Communis 
(Presumptive  Test). 

Grown  on 
Standard 
Gelatin  in 

4  days  at 
22°C. 

Grown  on 
Standard  Agar 
in  24  hours 
at  37/38°C. 

100  c.c. 

10  c.c. 

1  c.c. 

Tangiers  Supply, 
Frant  Hill. 

58 

2 

— 

— 

— 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Uckfield  Rural  District  Council  them¬ 
selves  provide  a  main  water  supply  for  the  Villages  of  Nutley  and  Fairwarp. 
The  Council’s  Waterworks  are  situated  at  Hole  Farm,  Nutley  and  the  water 
is  derived  from  two  springs  yielding  a  minimum  of  48,000  gallons  per 
twenty-four  hours. 

The  water  is  treated  chemically  with  lime  to  eliminate  iron  and  samples 
of  the  treated  water  are  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  once  a  quarter.  The  results  of  these  examinations 
are  consistently  satisfactory  and  specimen  reports  are  appended  : — 
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Sample  labelled  :  Nutley  and  Fairwarp  Water  Supply. 

The  water  on  arrival  had  the  following  characteristics  : — 

Colour  — None 
Smell  — None 
Sediment — N  one 


Chemical  analysis  afforded  the  following  : — 


Total  solids  (dried  at  100 °C.) . 

Grains  per 
Gallon. 

...  7.4 

Solids  (after  ignition)  . 

...  3.6 

Chlorine  . . 

1. 1 

Ammonia  (free)  . 

Ammonia  (albuminoid) . 

Oxygen  taken  from  permanganate  in  J 

hour  Nil. 

Oxygen  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  4 

hours  Nil. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  and  Nitrites 

.11 

Nitrites  . 

...  Nil. 

Hardness  (total)  . 

...  4.2 

Hardness  (after  boiling)  . 

3-3 

Phosphates  . 

...  Nil. 

Metallic  impurity . 

...  Trace  of 

Ph . 

Iron 

6.9 

Parts  per 
M  illion . 


.030 

024 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

On  Agar  at  blood  temperature  and  under  aerobic  condition? 
2  colonies  were  noticed  after  2  days  incubation. 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  group  gave  entirely 
negative  results  in  100  ml. 

Report. 

Bacteriologically  this  water  is  of  first  class  quality.  There  is 
no  evidence  whatever  of  organic  pollution. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  perfectly  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 


Water  main  extensions  were  made  during  the  year  in  the  various 
parishes,  the  principal  of  these  being  at  Ardens,  Nutley  ;  Parrock  Lane  and 
Cotchford  Lane,  Hartheld  ;  Marshalls  Farm,  Maresheld  ;  Ffoltye  to 
Goodtrees,  Hartheld  ;  and  Blackham  to  Holywych,  Hartheld  and  Withyham. 

During  the  year  87  samples  of  water  from  existing  wells  and  springs  were 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst.  The  following  results  were  obtained  : — 

Satisfactory  .  18 

Unht  for  drinking  purposes  .  50 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Repeat  Samples  ...  13 

Satisfactory  repeat  samples  .  2 

Unsatisfactory  due  to  turbidity  of  the  water  .  4 

The  repeat  samples  are  taken  after  the  wells  from  which  the 
unsatisfactory  samples  are  obtained,  have  received  attention.  Five  hundred 
and  three  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  water  supplies. 
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Main  water  has  been  laid  on  to  forty-six  properties  where  the  water  was 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  the  remainder  repairs  to  the  wells  have 
remedied  the  impurity  of  the  supplies. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  principal  extensions  and  improvements  to  Sewage  Works  carried  out 
during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Wadhurst. 

A  short  extension  of  sewer  was  made  at  Sparrows  Green. 

Withy  ham. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  new  Sewage  Works  situated  at  St.  John’s 
was  commenced  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  cases  of  stream  pollution  were  detected  during  the  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  under  review,  seventeen  earth  closets  were  converted 
into  water  closets. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Five  lorries  and  twenty-one  men  (including  a  Cleansing  Superintendent) 
are  employed  in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse.  A  weekly 
collection  is  made  in  the  Parishes  of  Crowborough,  Mayfield,  Uckheld, 
Buxted,  Forest  Row,  Wadhurst  and  Rotherfield  and  a  fortnightly  collection 
in  the  remainder  of  the  area. 

Controlled  tipping  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  is  practised  in  the  area,  the 
tips  being  situated  at  Crowborough,  Mayfield,  Maresfield  and  Wadhurst. 

The  work  of  street  cleansing  was  commenced  in  Crowborough  early  in 
the  Spring  and  for  this  purpose  hand  carts  were  provided  and  two  men 
employed. 

CESSPOOL  CLEANSING. 

Cesspool  cleansing  by  the  District  Council  was  continued  in  the  Parish  of 
Crowborough  and  twenty-five  cesspools  received  attention  at  various  times 
of  the  year,  the  total  number  of  cleansings  being  68. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Fourteen  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs. 
Seven  houses  were  involved  and  disinfestation  was  carried  out.  No  further 
trouble  has  been  experienced. 

There  are  various  methods  of  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed  bugs  but 
very  good  results  have  been  obtained  by  loosening  skirtings  and  picture  rails 
and  spraying  with  a  solution  of  “  Clymax.” 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  supervised  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

During  ihe  year,  five  licences  were  granted  under  section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  land  used  as  sites  for  moveable  dwellings, 
and  one  licence  was  granted  in  respect  of  the  stationing  and  use  of  a  moveable 
dwelling :  — 
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Situation. 

Conditions  upon  which  Licences 
were  Granted. 

On  land  adjoining  Presbyterian 
Church,  Blackham,  Sussex 

Not  more  than  four  moveable  dwellings 
to  be  kept  on  land  at  same  time. 

On  land  at  Totease  Farm,  Little 
Horsted 

Not  more  than  three  moveable 
dwellings  to  be  kept  on  land  at  same 
time. 

On  land  at  Five  Ash  Down,  Buxted 

Not  more  than  one  moveable  dwelling 
to  be  kept  on  land  at  same  time. 

On  land  at  Maresfield  Park 

Not  more  than  one  moveable  dwelling 
to  be  kept  on  land  at  same  time. 

Land  at  Watchoak  Hill,  Blackham 

Not  more  than  one  moveable  dwelling 
to  be  kept  on  land  at  same  time. 

Caravan  at  Watchoak  Hill,  Blackham 

Not  more  than  one  moveable  dwelling 
to  be  kept  on  land  at  same  time. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA  (A.  J.  Williams,  Senior  Sanitary 

Inspector) . 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  visits  or  inquiries  made  . .  .  166 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  : — 

After  infectious  diseases  . .  .  59 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  above  Act  requires  that  all  persons  engaged  in  the  slaughter  of 
animals  shall  hold  a  licence  granted  by  the  District  Council.  Six  applications 
were  received  and  in  each  case  licences  were  granted.  At  the  end  of  1938 
there  were  91  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  District. 


Slaughterhouse  Regulations  and  Byelaws. 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  fell 
into  disuse.  The  licence  holders  informed  the  Council  that  renewal  licences 
were  not  required. 

Streathelds  Farm,  Nutley,  occupied  by  Messrs.  R.  H.  Penfold  and 
F.  G.  Cottingham. 

Slaughterhouse  at  rear  of  White  Hart  Inn,  Buxtecl,  occupied  by  H. 
Bishop. 

Slaughterhouse,  Baker  Street,  Uckheld,  occupied  by  H.  P. 
Colbourne. 

There  are  now  29  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  in  the  following 
categories  : — 
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Parish. 

Slaughterhouses. 

Total. 

Registered. 

Licenced. 

Buxted 

1 

_ 

1 

Crowborough 

3 

2 

5 

Danehill 

1 

— 

1 

Forest  Row  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Fletching 

1 

— 

1 

Framfield 

1 

1 

2 

Frant 

1 

1 

2 

Hadlow  Down 

1 

- - 

1 

Hartfield 

— 

2 

2 

Isfield 

— 

— 

— 

Little  Horsted 

— 

— 

— 

Maresfield 

2 

— 

2 

Mayfield 

1 

2 

3 

Rotherfield 

— 

1 

1 

Uckfield  . 

— 

2 

2 

Wadhurst 

1 

2 

3 

Withyham 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  ... 

14 

15 

29 

Knacker’s  Premises. 

There  is  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area,  and  this  was  re-licensed  during 
the  year.  Two  routine  visits  were  made  to  the  premises,  when  working 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops 
during  the  year.  In  three  cases  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was  not 
provided.  The  necessary  improvements  were  made  in  each  case,  following 
the  service  of  an  informal  notice. 


Bakehouses. 

During  the  year  sixty  visits  were  made  to  workshop  bakehouses  and 
thirty-eight  visits  tQ  factory  bakehouses.  The  following  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  remedied  : — 

Defective  Floor  .  I 

Unsatisfactory  wall  surfaces  .  3 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation .  i 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Forty-six  visits  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act, 
relating  to  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation  and  temperature.  In  two 
instances  proper  wash  basins  were  installed  and  in  two  other  cases  heating 
facilities  were  provided. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

The  repairs  and  improvements  enumerated  below,  affecting  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  cottages,  were  completed  during  the  year.  Two  thousand 
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four  hundred  and  seventeen  visits  were  made  and  forty-nine  owners  or  agents 


met  by  appointment  regarding  the  repairs  required. 

Walls,  ceilings,  etc.,  repaired  .  208 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  .  149 

Damp  walls  remedied  .  170 

Damp  brick  floors  remedied .  85 

Roofs  repaired  .  57 

Windows  provided  or  repaired  .  192 

Chimneys  repaired  .  6 

Walls  and  ceilings  cleansed .  3 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  47 

Stairs  or  staircases  repaired .  24 

Foodstores  ventilated  or  improved .  31 

Food  stores  provided  .  14 

Drainage  systems  repaired  or  provided  .  41 

Drains  cleansed,  trapped,  ventilated  or  repaired  ...  24 

Defective  bell  traps  replaced  by  stoneware  gullies  ...  2 

Sink  wastes  trapped  or  provided  .  44 

Coppers  provided  or  repaired  .  6 

Defective  gullies  renewed  .  2 

Handrails  to  staircases  provided  .  8 

Glazed  sinks  provided .  16 

Eaves,  gutters  and  fallpipes  repaired  or  provided  ...  49 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  .  33 

Stoves  provided  .  6 

Yards  re-paved  or  repaired  .  22 

W.C.’s  limewashed  .  3 

Flushing  apparatus  improved  or  provided  .  29 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  ventilated  .  22 

Midden  privies  converted  to  E.C.’s  .  5 

E.C.’s  converted  to  W.C.’s .  17 

E.C.’s  repaired  .  9 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided .  2 

Additional  E.C.’s  provided  .  1 

Properties  connected  to  a  main  supply  in  lieu  of 

unsatisfactory  well  supply  .  46 

Wells  cleansed  .  12 


Bye-laws  Relating  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Forty-five  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  these  Bye-laws,  and  the 
conditions  found,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  were  satisfactory. 

Bye-laws  Relating  to  Hop-pickers. 

Eight  farms  in  the  district  employed  imported  labour  during  the  hop¬ 
picking  season.  This  labour  consisted  of  15  males,  84  females  and  57  children. 
Eleven  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Bye-laws  when  three  defects 
were  noted.  Five  improvements  have  been  made. 

Miscellaneous. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
and  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  visits  made  in  connection  therewith.  Wherever 
necessary,  action  was  taken  to  correct  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  giving  rise 
to  the  complaint.  In  addition,  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  visits  were 
made  in  connection  with  matters  of  a  general  nature. 
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Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

A  number  of  applications  for  advice  on  the  destruction  of  rats  were 
received  during  the  year,  and  eighty-five  visits  were  made  in  connection 
therewith. 

National  Rat  Week  was  held  from  the  7th  to  the  14th  November,  1938, 
appropriate  posters  and  pamphlets  were  obtained  and  distributed  throughout 
the  district. 


HOUSING. 


1. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 


(I) 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) 

(a) 

(b) 

(3) 

(4) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925 . 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  . 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . 


280 

2417 


212 

1812 


35 


227 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  124 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ■ — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  10 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  6 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  14 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  ht  ...  • — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936— Part  IV — Overcrowding  : — 

(a )  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  .  24 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  24 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  181 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  8 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  .  17 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  119 

SCHOOLS. 

The  periodical  inspection  of  schools  has  been  carried  out  and  details 
sent  to  the  Managers  of  Schools  in  order  that  steps  necessary  to  remedy 
defects  might  be  taken. 

During  the  year  electric  lighting  has  been  installed  at  the  following 
schools  : — Hadlow  Down,  Five  Ashes,  Hammerwood  and  Forest  Row. 

At  Hammerwood  School  a  canteen  kitchen  has  been  provided  and  at 
Fletching  School,  main  drainage  has  been  installed  and  lavatory  basins  and 
water  fittings  provided. 

Unsatisfactory  playground  conditions  have  been  remedied  at  Hartheld 
and  Frant  Schools. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  for  the  periods  stated  : 


School 

Period  of  Closure 

Disease 

Steel  Cross  C.E. 

27th  Jan. — 9th  Feb.  inc. 

Measles. 

10th  Feb. — 16th  Feb.  inc. 

y  ; 

Fairwarp  C.E. 

31st  Jan. — 4th  Feb.  inc. 

Influenza. 

7th  Feb. — nth  Feb.  inc. 

y  > 

Five  Ashes  C.E. 

4th  Feb. — 1 8th  Feb.  inc. 

Whooping  Cough 

Nutley  C.E . 

14th  Feb. — 18th  Feb.  inc. 

Influenza. 

Frant  School  . 

nth  March — 25th  March  inc. 

Measles. 

29th  March — 1st  April  inc. 

y  y 

5th  April — 13th  April  inc. 

y  y 

New  Groombridge 

26th  April— 6th  May  inc. 

y  y 

Junior 

Jarvis  Brook  . 

8th  June — 14th  June  inc. 

y  y 

Hadlow  Down 

15th  June — 28th  June  inc. 

y  y 

30th  June — 5th  July  inc. 

y  y 

Wadhurst  . 

16th  June — 28th  June  inc. 

y  y 

High  Hurstwood  C.E. 

From  Summer  Holidays — 

5th  September  inc. 

y  y 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  now  538  dairy  premises  in  the  District  registered  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926.  These  comprise  : — 

Wholesale  Producers  .  323 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Producers  .  64 

Retail  Producers .  109 

Retail  Purveyors .  24 

Cowkeepers  .  17 

Wholesale  Traders  .  1 


538 

One  thousand  and  seventy-nine  visits  were  paid  to  dairy  premises,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  of  these  occurring  at  the  time  of  milking. 

During  the  year,  the  following  improvements  were  completed  : — 

New  wash-house  provided  .  1 

Sterilising  equipment  provided  .  1 

Cowsheds  cleansed  .  3 

Cowsheds  improved  .  3 

Dairies  improved .  2 

New  dairies  provided  .  5 

New  cowsheds  provided  .  6 

New  cooling  rooms  provided .  12 

Concrete  floors  to  cowsheds  provided  .  8 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved .  7 

Stall  divisions  and  feeding  troughs  repaired  .  4 

New  drainage  systems  to  cowsheds  provided  .  2 

Internal  walls  of  cowsheds  lined  .  5 

Walls  repaired  .  1 

New  sterilising  rooms  provided  .  4 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed  .  4 

Feeding  troughs  and  partitions  provided .  5 

Approaches  improved .  7 

New  gutter  and  standings  provided  .  1 

Drainage  systems  improved .  2 

Cowshed  floors  improved  .  6 

Barn  converted  to  cowshed .  1 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  .  6 

Artificial  lighting  improved  .  1 

During  the  year  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  samples  of  milk  were  taken. 
Of  these  eighty-six  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

Presence  of  Staphylococci  .  21 

,,  ,,  Streptococci  .  23 

,,  ,,  ,,  and  Staphylococci  .  29 

,,  ,,  Staphylococci  and  Blood  .  1 

,,  ,,  Streptococci  and  Blood  .  1 

,,  ,,  Streptococci,  Staphylococci  and  Blood  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Blood  .  . -  •••  5 

,,  ,,  Streptococci,  Staphylococci  and 

Streptothrix  1 

,,  ,,  Staphylococci  and  Pus  .  2 
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Presence  of  Streptococci,  Staphylococci  and  Pus  ...  I 
,,  ,,  Acid-fast  Organisms  and  Blood  .  i 

86 

When  a  milk  is  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  producer  or  the  retailer 
is  informed  accordingly,  and  advice  given  as  to  the  course  of  action  to  be 
taken.  Repeat  samples  are  taken  in  every  case  where  the  milk  is  found  to 
be  below  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

Licences  under  the  above  Order  were  issued  to  three  retailers.  Five 
samples  of  designated  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  work  carried  out  under  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  regulations  : — 

Total  number  of  visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  1,891 
Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  under  byelaws  .  52 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 
(if  known). 

not 

known 

Number  inspected 

499 

113 

291 

1561 

1795 

All  Diseases 

Except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

24 

'  5 

_ 

2 

26 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

4.8 

5.3 

0.69 

.13 

1.45 

Tuberculosis 

Only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

9 

5 

1 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

53 

15 

1 

____ 

58 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

12.4 

17.7 

.68 

— 

3.45 

24 


The  following  tables  show  that  nineteen  whole  carcases  and  two  hundred 
and  six  parts  or  organs  were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis,  and  that 
three  carcases  and  hfty-three  parts  or  organs  were  affected  with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 


Tuberculosis. 

Oxen  & 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Whole  carcases  and  organs  . 

Heifers 
...  9 

5 

1 

4 

Forequarters  . 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Heads  and  tongues  . 

...  17 

8 

— 

3i 

Lungs  . 

...  29 

11 

1 

12 

Livers  . 

...  12 

3 

1 

11 

Mesenteries  . 

...  22 

8 

— 

27 

Miscellaneous  . 

3 

2 

— 

Other  Diseased  Conditions. 

Animal 

Oxen  &  Heifers. 

1  Head  . 

12  Livers . 

3  Livers . 

2  Livers . 

i  Liver  . 

3  Livers . 


Pigs. 

5  Hindquarters 
2  Forequarters 

6  Lungs  . . . 

1  Lung  ... 

2  Lungs  . . . 

5  Livers  . . . 

2  Livers  . . . 

1  Liver  . . . 

Sheep. 

2  Hindquarters 


Disease . 

Actinomycosis. 

Distomatosis. 

Angiomatosis. 

Abscesses. 

Congestion. 

Cirrhosis. 


Dropsy  and  Emaciation. 
Abscess. 

Cirrhosis. 

Angiomatosis. 


Bruising. 

Immaturity. 


Unsound. 

Bruising. 

Pneumonia. 

Parasitic. 

Pleurisy. 

Cirrhosis. 

Necrosis. 

Peritonitis. 


Decomposition. 


Cows. 

i  Whole  carcase  and  organs 

1  Head  and  tongue . 

2  Livers . 

2  Livers . 

Calves. 

i  Whole  carcase  and  organs 
i  Whole  carcase  and  organs 


Other  foodstuff  voluntarily  surrendered. 

i  Tin  of  pressed  beef  ...  Decomposition. 
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The  arrangement  continues  with  the  Acme  Chemical  Company,  of 
Tonbridge  for  the  disposal  of  diseased  carcases. 

During  the  year  cautions  were  given  in  respect  of  the  following  offences: — 

(a)  Failure  to  give  proper  notice  of  intention  to  slaughter .  7 

(b)  Failure  to  give  notice  forthwith  of  diseased  conditions .  3 

(c)  For  removing  lungs  of  diseased  beast  from  slaughter-house  to 

shop  prior  to  inspection  .  i 

(d)  Failure  to  give  proper  notice  of  slaughter  and  failure  to  give 

notice  of  existence  of  diseased  condition  .  i 

In  two  of  the  cases  under  (b)  the  butchers  concerned  attended  a  meeting 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  give  reasons  for  their  non-compliance  with 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924.  Their  attendance  had  the  desired 
effect,  as  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations  have  since  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

The  contravention  under  (d)  resulted  in  the  prosecution  of  the  butcher 
concerned.  He  was  fined  £2  for  slaughtering  an  animal  without  giving  proper 
notice  of  intention  to  slaughter,  but  the  summons  for  “  depositing  for  the 
purpose  of  sale  a  carcase  of  a  cow  which  was  diseased  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption  ”  was  dismissed  with  a  warning. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  visits  were  also  paid  to  premises  where  food 
is  either  stored  or  prepared.  Two  defects  were  noted  during  the  course  of 
inspection  and  these  have  since  received  attention. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Diseases. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

- - 

Scarlet  Fever 

76 

47 

1 

Diphtheria 

10 

10 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

4 

3 

Erysipelas 

6 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

5 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Undulant  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— • 

— - 

TOTALS  . 

130 

72 

7 

Of  the  seventy-six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year,  twenty- 
three  were  notified  from  a  College  at  Mayfield.  The  first  case  occurred  on 
the  31st  January,  and  the  last  case  was  notified  on  the  19th  March,  1938.  All 
these  cases  were  isolated  in  the  College  Sanatorium. 
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DISEASES. 

AGE  GROUPS. 

Under  1  year. 

r— < 

0 

CO 

d 

o 

m 

to 

t-H 

o 

o 

VI 

m 

1 

20—35. 

35—45. 

1 

45—65. 

in 

co 

t-l 

CD 

> 

o 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

23 

19 

18 

7 

2 

1 

— 

76 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

3 

2 

2 

5 

17 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Dysentery 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

9 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Undulant  Fever 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

TOTALS  . 

1 

1 

• — • 

6 

3 

33 

23 

21 

19 

8 

8 

7 

130 

27 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PARISHES. 
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at  Mayfield  (isolated  at  home)  ;  and  one  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  at  Withyham. 


CANCER. 


Deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  years  1932-1938. 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population. 

1932 

18 

37 

55 

2.18 

1933 

21 

26 

47 

1 .88 

1934 

36 

41 

77 

2.15 

1935 

29 

41 

70 

1 .83 

1936 

32 

41 

73 

1 .89 

1937 

40 

49 

89 

2.31 

1938 

28 

43 

71 

1.84 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1938. 


Age  Periods. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

25  . 

1 

1 

35  . 

1 

4 

5 

45  . 

5 

8 

13 

55  . 

6 

7 

13 

65  . 

7 

14 

21 

75  and  over 

8 

10 

18 

T  OTALS 

28 

43 

71 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
Section  62,  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  either  of  the  above  headings  during  the  year 
under  review. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1* 

— 

5  . 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15  . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25  . 

3 

4 

— 

3 

2 

2 

— ■ 

— 

35  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1* 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

8 

10 

8 

7 

4 

6 

2 

1 

*Non-Notified  Cases. 
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In  connection  with  these  two  non-notified  tuberculous  deaths,  the  non- 
lespiratory  case  occurred  in  a  child  of  eighteen  months  and  the  cause  of  death 
was  given  as  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

The  pulmonary  case  was  a  man  whose  death  occurred  shortly  after 
coming  to  live  in  this  area. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

In  December,  1938,  a  special  report  on  free  Diphtheria  Immunisation  was 
submitted  to  the  Council  and  the  following  scheme  was  approved  : — 

(a)  Immunisation  of  present  child  population. 

(1)  The  issue  to  parents  and  guardians  of  a  leaflet  with  a  form  of 
consent,  through  the  schools,  Child  Welfare  Associations, 
Women’s  Institutes,  and  Health  Visitors. 

(2)  Advertisement  of  the  Scheme  in  the  local  press  and  by  means 
of  posters. 

(3)  Immunisation  clinics  to  be  held  in  the  Schools,  conducted  by 
General  Practitioners.  Parents  invited  to  attend  and  to  bring 
children  under  school  age.  A  fee  of  is.  to  be  paid  for  each 
child  treated,  i.e.,  6d.  for  each  of  two  injections. 

(4)  Continuance  of  a  previous  scheme  whereby  private  patients 
are  treated  by  General  Practitioners  for  a  fee  not  exceeding  10s., 
prophylactic  material  being  provided  by  the  Council. 

(5)  Post  Schick  testing  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

(b)  Maintenance  of  immune  child  population. 

(1)  Compilation  of  a  register  of  births  so  that  parents  might  be 
circularised  when  children  reach  the  age  of  12  months. 

(2)  Contract  with  General  Practitioners  to  immunise  these 
children  and  others  who  make  application,  in  their  own 
surgeries,  at  an  inclusive  fee  of  5s.  for  the  injections  and  the 
Schick  test,  the  material  to  be  provided  by  the  Council  and 
the  General  Practitioner  to  complete  a  record  card. 

The  prophylactic  recommended  was  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  (A.P.T.) 
to  be  given  in  two  doses,  .2cc.  followed  after  an  interval  of  3  weeks  by  .5CC. 
Children  of  12  years  and  over  were  to  be  given  Toxoid  Antitoxin  Floccules 
(T.A.F.)  in  three  i.occ.  doses. 

General  Practitioners  in  the  district,  were  circularised  and  agreed  to  carry 
out  the  Scheme  on  the  terms  stated. 

The  Rural  Community  Council  was  approached  and  agreed  to  include 
the  subject  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  the  Health  Publicity  Programme 
for  1939. 

STAFF. 

In  December,  1938,  a  Special  Report  was  made  dealing  with  the  Staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Department.  It  was  recommended  that  two  additional 
Sanitary  Inspectors  be  appointed,  namely,  one  District  Inspector  and  one 
Housing  Inspector.  The  district  would  then  be  divided  into  smaller  areas 
so  as  to  reduce  the  time  each  Inspector  must  spend  in  travelling,  and  increase 
the  work  done. 

The  appointment  of  a  Housing  Inspector,  it  was  estimated,  would  allow 
for  the  completion  in  five  years  of  a  systematic  survey  of  housing  conditions, 
accompanied  by  any  necessary  action. 
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In  the  report  the  essential  public  health  services  were  reviewed  and 
attention  was  directed  particularly  to  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  in  relation 
to  food  supply  and  the  Housing  of  the  working  classes. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  there  were  536  milk  producers  and  dairymen  on 
the  Register  and  that  32  slaughterhouses  were  situated  in  widely  separated 
parts  of  the  district. 

With  regard  to  housing,  the  following  survey  was  given  of  the  work 
already  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 


Action  taken  under  Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930, 
and  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Demolition 

Orders 

issued. 

Properties 

Demolished. 

Properties 
made  fit  or 
to  be  made 
fit. 

Put  to 
other  use. 

Undertakings 
accepted  that 
premises  shall 
not  be  used  for 
human 
habitation. 

Closing 

Orders 

issued. 

15* 

13* 

2* 

3* 

3* 

1* 

23 

5 

1 4  f 

— 

5 

1 

38 

18 

16 

3 

8 

2 

* — Action  taken  prior  to  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

f — A  Demolition  Order  was  issued  in  respect  of  one  property  under  this  heading. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  County  Court.  This  was  allowed  and  the  cottage 
was  repaired. 

In  addition,  action  is  still  pending  in  respect  of  six  properties. 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

From  1st  January,  1937,  to  October,  1938. 

Houses  inspected  .  509 

Houses  recorded  .  334 

Number  of  re-inspections  made .  3,081 

During  this  period,  two  hundred  and  thirty  houses  received  attention. 
In  many  cases  substantial  repairs  and  improvements  were  carried  out  and  in 
others  defects  relating  to  water  supply,  drainage,  etc.,  were  remedied. 

The  foregoing  shows  that  the  present  rate  of  housing  inspection  is  much 
too  slow,  there  being  over  8,000  working  class  dwelling  houses  in  the  area. 
Many  of  these  houses  have  been  visited  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors 
for  various  reasons  not  connected  with  housing,  and  unfit  houses  noted  for 
future  inspection  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

Unfortunately,  with  the  present  staff,  it  is  found  impossible  to  bring 
these  necessary  inspections  up-to-date.  A  systematic  survey  would  discover 
many  more. 
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Three  views  were  submitted  in  favour  of  exercising  more  vigorously  the 
Council’s  powers  under  the  Act  : — 

(1)  Neglected  houses  fall  into  a  state  of  disrepair  and  soon  become  unfit 
for  habitation  and  cannot  be  repaired  at  an  economic  cost.  Regular 
inspection  would  ensure  that  repairs  are  carried  out  before  houses  reach  this 
state.  Patching,  however,  is  insufficient.  Houses  repaired  under  formal 
notice  are  in  effect  given  a  certificate  of  fitness  for  human  habitation,  which 
should  reasonably  remain  in  force  for  at  least  five  years.  Section  51  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  indeed  provides  that  such  a  certificate  shall  be  given  if 
required  by  the  owner. 

(2)  Houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation  should  be  demolished  at  once. 
Small,  dark,  damp  and  ill  ventilated  houses  are  a  menace  to  the  health  of 
the  occupants.  It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  fresh  air  is  not  required  in  a  country 
cottage  since  there  is  so  much  of  it  outside.  Dwellers  in  these  houses  are 
subject  to  crippling  rheumatism  and  readily  succumb  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract.  In  the  infectious  diseases  of  childhood 
there  is  an  inverse  ratio  between  death  rates  and  the  size  of  the  house. 

(3)  The  poor  class  of  house  hitherto  provided  for  agricultural  workers 
is  a  direct  incentive  to  seek  less  congenial  labour  in  the  towns,  where  the 
comforts  of  modern  housing  are  provided.  Adequate  improvement  of  these 
houses  and  the  replacement  of  the  totally  unfit  by  suitable  houses  in  the 
villages  or  on  the  bus  routes  would  attract  intelligent  individuals  to  the 
country  and  solve  many  of  the  problems  of  agriculture  to-day.  It  is  futile 
to  expect  an  individual,  forced  to  live  in  a  mean  and  insanitary  dwelling,  to 
apply  the  principles  of  hygiene  in  the  cowshed. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS, 

No  material  changes  took  place  in  the  organization  of  the  A.R.P. 
Casualty  Services  during  the  year  under  review.  A  small  amount  of 
equipment  was  received  and  distributed  but  much  remained  to  be  supplied. 

Recruitment  and  Individual  Training  was  continued. 

The  position  as  regards  personnel  on  December  31st,  1938,  was  reported 
as  follows.  As  the  system  for  recording  enrolments,  training,  etc.,  had  not 
been  properly  organized,  these  figures  must  be  treated  with  reserve  but  they 
are  approximately  correct  as  regards  enrolments  and  the  state  of  training- 
according  to  the  standards  accepted  at  the  time. 


Unit. 

Total  No. 
enrolled. 

Fully 

trained. 

Partially 

trained. 

Untrained. 

First  Aid  Parties 

25 

12 

5 

8 

Ambulance  Services  ... 

99 

1 

27 

71 

First  Aid  Posts 

286 

126 

78 

82 

Village  First  Aid  Squads 

57 

11 

23 

23 

Village  Cleansing  Stations  ... 

137 

31 

68 

38 
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EAST  GRINSTEAD  AND  UCKFIELD  JOINT  HOSPITAL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  High  Grove 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  was  107,  being  47  less 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  highest  number  under  treatment  on  any  day 
was  27  and  the  lowest  1.  The  average  daily  number  in  hospital  was  10.6. 

No  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  districts  of  the  constituent 
authorities. 

Scarlet  fever  admissions  were  61  compared  with  97  in  1937  and  80  in  1936 
and  diphtheria  admissions  17  compared  with  30  in  1937  and  26  in  1936. 

There  were  20  cases  remaining  in  hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1937, 
and  5  cases  remaining  on  the  31st  December,  1938. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  cases  of  various  diseases 
treated  during  the  year :  — 


TABLE  I. 

Admissions  and  Discharges  from  1st  January  to  31  December,  1938. 


Disease. 

E.  Grinstead 
Urban 

Uckfield 

Rural 

Other 

Districts. 

Totals. 

Ad. 

Dis. 

Ad. 

Dis. 

Ad.  Dis. 

Ad. 

Dis. 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

4 

48 

55 

9 

14 

61 

73 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

10 

12 

3 

3 

17 

19 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

11 

1 

1 

— 

10 

12 

Tonsilitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Pneumonia  and 
Measles  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

Contact  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

1 

1 

Vincents  Angina 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

23 

24 

69 

78 

15 

20 

107 

122 

Patient  Days 

757 

2,427 

711 

3,895 
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TABLE  III. 

Deaths  occuring  during  1938. 


District. 

Disease. 

No.  of  Days  in  Hsp. 

Age. 

East  Grinstead  Urban 

Diphthera 

9 

6 

Ditto 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

4 

4 

Uckfield  Rural 

Pneumonia  ... 

14 

38 

Ditto 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

30 

Ditto 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

4 

44 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  treated  : — 


Diphtheria. 

Seventeen  cases  were  admitted.  One,  a  female  aged  6  years,  had  severe 
faucial  and  laryngeal  diphtheria.  Serum  was  given  intravenously  and  the 
laryngeal  obstruction  relieved,  but  death  occurred  on  the  ninth  day  from 
cardiac  failure. 

Three  cases  of  severe  faucial  diphtheria  recovered  ;  all  had  prolonged 
palatal  paresis.  One  male,  aged  24  years  was  in  hospital  for  118  days  ;  a 
female  aged  8  years  was  in  hospital  for  93  days  and  the  third,  a  female  aged 
18  years,  was  under  treatment  for  87  days. 

A  child  of  3  years  from  the  Cuckheld  Rural  District  required  tracheotomy 
on  admission.  She  made  a  good  recovery  from  diphtheria,  but  after  80  days 
was  transferred  to  the  Queen  Victoria  Cottage  Hospital,  where  she  had  an 
operation  for  acute  appendicitis. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Sixty-one  cases  were  admitted  and  of  these  three  had  complications  which 
necessitated  a  prolonged  stay  in  hospital. 

One  child  of  3  years  was  admitted  with  double  otorrhoea  and  was  in 
hospital  1 13  days  ;  another  aged  5  years,  was  admitted  with  left  otorrhoea 
and  was  in  hospital  83  days.  This  second  child  was  found  to  have  been  in 
the  incubation  stage  of  chicken  pox,  but  fortunately  an  early  diagnosis  was 
made  and  appropriate  steps  taken.  No  case  of  cross  infection  occurred. 

The  third  child,  aged  ij  years,  had  acute  mastoiditis,  and  at  the  operation 
it  was  found  necessary  to  drain  a  subdural  abscess.  A  good  recovery  was 
made  after  82  days  in  hospital. 

One  male,  aged  38  years,  was  found  to  have  also  an  acute  double 
pneumonia,  probably  streptococcal  ;  he  died  on  his  fourteenth  day  in  hospital. 


Pneumonia. 

Ten  cases  of  lobar  pneumonia,  the  majority  complicating  influenza,  were 
treated.  All  made  a  good  recovery. 
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Enteric  Fever*. 

A  male,  aged  39  years,  was  admitted  from  the  Queen  Victoria  Cottage 
Hospital,  suffering  from  typhoid  ;  he  made  an  uneventful  recovery  and  was 
discharged  after  34  days.  A  female,  aged  23  years,  suffering  from 
paratyphoid  B.  had  severe  haemorrhage  for  two  days,  but  made  a  good 
recovery  after  44  days  in  hospital. 

A  female,  aged  30  years,  was  admitted  from  Crowborough  Cottage 
Hospital  suffering  from  typhoid.  She  died  on  the  tenth  day  from  a  severe 
haemorrhage  and  perforation  of  the  bowel. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Two  cases  were  treated.  One  made  a  good  recovery  with  only  slight 
residual  paralysis  of  the  foot.  He  was  discharged  for  treatment  at  the  School 
Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

The  second  had  severe  paralysis  and  was  transferred  to  the  Chailey 
Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

One  case,  a  male  aged  44  years,  diagnosed  as  meningococcal  meningitis, 
died  after  14  days  from  sub-arachnoid  haemorrhage. 

A  second,  a  female  aged  4  years,  admitted  with  a  diagnosis  of  diphtheria, 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  meningococcal  meningitis,  and  died  on  the 
fourth  day. 

A  third  child,  aged  iA,  admitted  for  observation,  was  diagnosed  as 
meningococcal  meningitis.  He  died  on  the  6th  day  in  January,  1939. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Fifteen  children,  admitted  with  diseases  other  than  diphtheria,  were 
immunised,  with  the  consent  of  their  parents. 

All  nurses  and  maids  on  the  Hospital  Staff  were  Schick  tested, 
immunisation  being  carried  out  where  required. 

STAFF. 

One  private  nurse  had  diphtheria  after  a  week's  nursing  of  an  acute  case. 
One  maid  had  scarlet  fever  and  one  diphtheria  of  a  mild  type. 

All  made  good  recovery. 

Apart  from  these  cases  the  staff  has  been  in  good  health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  PETRIE, 

Medical  Superintendent. 
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